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SUBJECT: RELEASE OE POLITICAL PRISONERS 

REF: SEOUL 997 

HURWITZ-O'DONOHUE TELECON OE EEB 16 

1. AS OF MORNING OF FEB 17, ROKG HAS RELEASED 146 
PRISONERS HELD UNDER EMERGENCY MEASURES NOS. 1 AND 
4. ADDITIONAL RELEASES EXPECTED IMMINENTLY. 

2. AMONG THOSE RELEASED THUS FAR ARE YONSEI UNIVERSITY 
PROEESSOR KIM TONG-KIL, POET KIM CHI-HA AND 

PASTOR PAK HYONG-KYU. WE HAVE 

HEARD EROM CATHOLIC SOURCES THAT BISHOP CHI WILL BE 
RELEASED EVENING OE EEB 17. TWO JAPANESE STUDENTS ALSO 
EXPECTED TO BE RELEASED DURING COURSE OE DAY. 

3. WHILE WELCOMING RELEASES, OPPOSITION NDP SPOKESMAN 
SAID THEY WERE OVERDUE. HE CALLED ON GOVT TO GRANT 
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SUSPENDING SENTENCES. 

4. SOME OE THOSE RET .RASED HAVE ALREADY MADE STATEMENTS 
TO PRESS HIGHLY CRITICAL OF ROKG AND VOWING CON- 
TINUED PARTICIPATION IN OPPOSITION MOVEMENT. 

ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, KIM CHI-HA SAID THAT 
RELEASE, COMING AETER CRUEL TREATEMENT IN PRISON, WAS 

A "FARCE". HE SAID THAT THERE WOULD BE FURTHER 
DISCLOSURES ABOUT SUCH TREATMENT. KIM TONG-KIL 
SAID HE WOULD CONTINUE TO EIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY AND 
WOULD BE "READY TO RETURN TO PRISON." TONG A RADIO 
FEB 17 CARRYING DETAILED REPORTS OF TORTURES SUFFERED 
BY SOME OE RELEASED STUDENTS. 

5. EMBASSY HAS NOT YET BEEN ASKED BY ANY NEWSMEN FOR 
ITS REACTION TO RELEASES. IF QUESTION IS RAISED, 

WE INTEND TO RESPOND BY SAYING THAT WE NATURALLY 
WELCOME THIS STEP WHICH HAS BEEN WIDELY APPROVED BY 
THE KOREAN PUBLIC AND PRESS. 

6. TO THE EXTENT THAT EOREIGN APPROBATION OF RELEASES 
MAY ENCOURAGE FURTHER CONCILIATORY STEPS, 

WE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT DEPARTMENT CONSIDER 
ARRANGING TO HAVE ISSUE COME UP AT TUESDAY PRESS 
BRIEFING SO THAT RESPONSE SIMILAR TO ONE ABOVE 
CAN BE MADE. 

SNEIDER 
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